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A quick word from the Editor

Fundraising was on the agenda during autumn at the Bedford Beer festival. Alan Binnington led a
small team of volunteers who manned the CAMRA products & tombola stand. Early indications
are that we have raised over £1000 for branch campaigning. | would also like to say a big ‘Thank
You' to Colin Morris of Potton Brewery, who generously donated a 26 litre polypin of Village Bike
bitter as a raffle prize. Well done to all the team involved

At the end of September we ran a cider stall at the Potton Apple Day. We were blessed with good
weather on the day and visitors stayed longer. Branch cider rep Jo Freeman conducted a cider
tasting session with some of the customers. They sampled Potton Press, Potton Apple Festival,
Dunton, Eversheds, Gwatkins, Cam Valley and Stotfold Mill. In the end they voted for Dunton
Cider as their favourite tipple. As a result we just about sold out of all the cider and perry during
the afternoon session, making a profit of £275 which goes towards branch campaigning funds.

Local campaigning in pubs continues to pay dividends as we push on with LocALe and Cider
promotions. The Cock Inn at Broom and the Thornton Arms at Everton have introduced 'real
cider’ in recent months. We hope these offerings will become a permanent fixture, so we can
invite both pubs to join our 'cider scheme’ and be listed as regular sellers of real cider. Also the
Thornton Arms which has four changing ales, seems to have one handpump dedicated to a Wells
& Young beer. If this is a regular feature, then the pub could also qualify to join our LocALe
scheme. We aim to talk to both pubs in the near future to pursue these options.

[Bedford Tombola Stand] [Christmas Social] [All Beds London Social]

On Saturday 16th November, members from North, South & East Beds gathered in the Islington
area of London for a social and walk around some fantastic pubs. It was organised by Malcolm
Lloyd who put together a great list of ten pubs including the wonderful Wenlock Arms, plus two
pubs featuring ‘craft ales’ for members to sample. Well Done Malcolm.

On Friday 6th December, East Beds held their Xmas Social at the Engineers Arms in Henlow.
Thirty branch members drank their way through the ale board resulting in many beers selling out
and being replaced. No doubt the ales washed down the wonderful food laid on by landlord Kevin
Machin, as we enjoyed Chicken Curry, a spicy Chilli and a five bean veggie special. To finish the
evening we held a raffle where | paraded the prizes in front of enthusiastic members whose ‘oohs
and aahs’ reminded me of the audiences on ‘Sale of the Century’ or ‘Bullseye’.

( John Goodlet



LOCAL PUB & BREWERY NEWS

Chequers, Wrestlingworth

We have received mixed news about the
Chequers in Wrestlingworth. Initially it was
reported as closed in early November and
then put up for sale. However, the closure
was only for a few days, and a new
manager John Scott arrived to run the pub.
Whilst the longer term future is being
sorted out, John has a four month period
to consider taking on the tenancy himself.

He originally hails from Blantyre outside
Glasgow and has a base in Swindon.
There is traditional pub grub available and
a quiz on the first Sunday of each month.
Some Open Mic sessions and occasional
live music, it is popular with the local
Historical Society. On a recent visit he had
Greene King - IPA and Hook Norton - Old
Hooky on at the bar and was trying to get
two more beer engines replaced so he can
extend the range of ales - good news.

The threat of closure seems to have rallied
some of the local villagers, who are now
out in force to use the pub more often. We
believe the asking price for the pub has
been reduced to £250,000.

Crown, Stotfold

The tenant at the Crown has confirmed
that an offer by a local developer to buy
the property has been accepted by
Greene King. At the time we went to
press, there was no agreed date to swap
contracts, but it seems likely that the pub
will close down, probably by the end of
January 2014.

Elsewhere in Stotfold, it was reported that
the Fox & Duck had been sold, but the
new owner has not yet decided on the
future of the site. Is it now in the hands of
a property developer? - only time will tell.

At the Stag current tenant ‘Chad’ will be
leaving at the end of February and it is
not known if owners Punch Taverns will
appoint managers or a new tenant.

An advert was seen in the Morning
Advertiser during November valuing the
Pig & Whistle at £425,000. We have no
further news at this point, but Greene
King seem intent on selling off many pubs
in the East Beds region.



Gardeners Arms, Biggleswade

This pub had been advertised ‘for sale’ for
several months last year, but it has been
taken off the market. Back in March 2013
Chris and Jan Clark came in as temporary
managers, then later took on the lease on
1st May for a year. The couple have over
20 years experience in the trade.

The current opening hours are Mon-Thur
2-11pm, Fri-Sat 12-midnight and Sun 12-
10.30pm and the regular ale is GK IPA at
£2.80. Outside there is a large garden with
kids play equipment and games, plus a
separate area for dogs. Inside there are
pool, cribbage and darts teams, plus an
electronic golf game. Also music is popular
with live bands on most Saturday nights,
plus ‘jam sessions’ every other Thursday
evening. To find out what events are
coming to the pub, ring 01767 315126.

John O’Gaunt, Sutton

We have been told that a new team are
taking over the John O’'Gaunt in early
January. We believe the pub has been
sold to Jago Hurt and Jane Hasler, who
were running the Hare & Hounds in Old
Warden. We hope to have further
information in the next edition.

Chequers, Stotfold
A new tenant arrived at the Chequers in
the first week of December 2013. Rob
Tarran has taken a 6 year lease on the
business and moved up from Pinner in
North London. A number of changes will
take place over the next few months inside
and outside the pub. You can expect to
see the bars being restored to wooden
surfaces as part of a delicate refurbish-
ment aimed at complementing the history
and architecture of this old inn.
A new Chef with a 4 star reputation has
taken over the kitchen, with a view to
producing good quality rustic pub meals.
Apart from a few regular favourites, the
menus will change weekly. They will offer
seasonal meals using locally sourced
ingredients and include vegetarian
options. OAPs can still get a discount from
a set menu with 2 courses for £10.50.
The former public bar, now known as the
'Mill Bar’ will receive a modest makeover,
with new comfy sofas and seats, a small
TV screen and darts will continue At the
bar, regular ales will be GK IPA, Abbott
and St Edmunds Ale may also feature. As
the beer trade increases, Rob hopes to
add two more handpumps for guest ales.
The pub is now open all day, every day
from 12-11pm during the week and 12-
midnight on weekends. Food is served on
weekdays 12-3 & 6-9, Sat 12-9 and Sun
12-5 including a Sunday roast.
Next summer the pub aims to run events
in a marquee, a possible beer festival and
perhaps a discount for CAMRA members.
Check the new website for further details.
www.thechequersstotfold.co.uk



More Biggleswade News

Mervyn and Kerry at the Pembroke Arms
also run the Coach & Horses . It was
thought that they had decided not to renew
their tenancy at the Coach & Horses,
when the pub closed for a short period
after Greene King had asked the sitting
tenants to invest in a major refurbishment.
Eventually a new deal was negotiated and
the pub has re-opened.

On the corner of Shortmead Street and the
High Street, the White Horse has been
closed for many months. One report
suggested that a sale had been agreed
and that the new owner was going to use it
as a private house, but we have not been
able to confirm the situation..

A little further along the High Street, the
Crown Hotel remains closed and it is
unclear if a sale has been agreed. It was
rumoured that a London based company
wanted to relocate and convert the pub to
offices, but owners Greene King have
declined to comment. JD Wetherspoons
may also be checking out the property.

Green Man, Stanford

Back in the summer of 2013 long term
owner Trevor Morgan sold the Green Man
to Paul Simmons. The current manager is
Mark Aston, he has a lot of experience
having worked in the past for Tap & Spile
and Local Heroes pub chains and he is
enthusiastic about Real Ale.

Two Wells & Youngs beers are regular
features, plus a guest ale which recently
had been Theakston's Lightfoot and later
Caledonian’s Flying Scotsman. Food is
now served all day, every day with
emphasis on wood fired ovens and char-
coal grills for delicious pizzas & steaks.
Mark aims to make the quality of service
and food as consistent as possible. Behind
the scenes, the premises will undergo a
gradual refurbishment over the next 6-12
months. It is a pub to watch for the future.

Late News

The Tudor Oaks , at Astwick has been sold
and Eric Welek left on Wed 5th December
after 25 years in charge. The White Horse ,
Broom is for sale at £350k and there is a
‘sold’ sign on the old Boot in Langford.

Potton Brewery News
“Potton Brewery has changed hands and has temporarily stopped production. The new

owners, Bedfordshire Breweries

, are carrying out a major clean-up throughout the

brewing equipment and the premises. This is scheduled for completion in the second
week of December. Trial brewing is expected to begin on the 16th December. Production
proper will commence soon afterwards. The range of beers is not yet decided, but is
expected to include some of the former Potton Brewery favourites plus other new brews.
Further details can be obtained from the brewery on 01767 261042.”

This statement was the position as of the first week of December 2013, since then | can
confirm that trial brewing did start during the second week of December.

David Young






National Campaign News

Whilst East Beds CAMRA members are busy campaigning at local level, It is time to
update our readers on events happening at national level across the whole of the UK.

Whatpub & National Beer Scoring System

In September 2013 CAMRA launched WhatPub a new national pub website and online
guide. It features a staggering 36,000 real ale outlets, mainly pubs, but also hotels and
clubs and it is still growing. Whatpub also includes many pubs that have been closed, to
help provide industry statistics and also act as a source for historical research. Plus
there are an extra 10,000 outlets which don’t currently sell real ale but they can be the
future targets for CAMRA to campaign in, to get real ale re-introduced. There is also a
feedback form which members can fill in to inform us of any change to pub data.

During the spring/summer 2013 branch chairman John Goodlet surveyed over 60 pubs
in urban areas of Bedfordshire to help the county reach our targets for the WhatPub
launch. Surprisingly he found that some pubs that did not currently sell real ale, wanted
to, but they were hindered by their Brewery or PubCo rep. Many licensees believed they
had enough interest from customers to keep at least one hand-pump on all the time, but
the pub’s owners were denying them access to real ale by saying that it was “too
expensive” to install hand-pumps. What rot! Real Ale is one of the fastest growing
sectors of the drinks industry, in 2012 it rose 6.8% higher than the rest of the beer
market. John encourages members to campaign in these pubs and help the licensees
get real ale back on. Try writing a letter to the Brewery or Pub Company and insist that
there is enough demand to support the re-introduction of hand-pumps for real ale.

One of the features of WhatPub is the National Beer Scoring System (NBSS) this
allows members to contribute scoring on beer and cider quality all year round. CAMRA
members can sign in to WhatPub (http://whatpub.com) using their membership number
and the same password they use to access the CAMRA national website. Search for
the pub and enter a score for each beer that you drank in the Submit Beer Scores
panel on the right of the screen. The point scoring is as follows:

0-No Real Ale 1-Poor 2-Average

3-Good 4-Very Good 5-Perfect
[some may also use half points]
WhatPub is being enhanced for use by Smart Phones and later by downloadable apps.
The local branches can benefit from this data, by collating the scores and number of
visits and using it to assist them in shortlisting pubs to be surveyed as part of the
selection process for producing the Good Beer Guide.

Asset of Community Value

During these difficult years of the recession, it was inevitable that thousands of pubs
would close and the current rate of closures has now escalated to 26 pubs per week.
One of the most frustrating practices that has arisen during this period, is the sale of
pubs to property developers or under the table deals e.g. Tesco Express. Many deals
seem to bypass the planning laws entirely or at least jump through the many loopholes
in the process. CAMRA are now lobbying the government to tighten up the planning
process and close these loopholes, calling for a consistent approach to be adopted right
across England. But there is one way that pub customers can get involved.



Under the 2011 Localism Act people living in England can nominate a pub to be listed
as an Asset of Community Value. If your local pub is put up for sale or under threat of
closure, getting it listed gives communities the power to stop the clock and prevent
back door deals. It generally provides a six month window to explore other options to
save the pub. This includes finding a suitable buyer who wants to continue operating it
as a pub or even for local customers to organise themselves under the Community
Right to Bid option. CAMRA has set an initial target of getting 300 listed by the end of
2013 and by late December 2013 we had reached 260 pubs listed. Visit your local
council website to see how communities can protect their local pub.

Fair Deal & PubCo Reform

CAMRA is lobbying the government with an Early Day Motion supporting the Fair Deal
for Your Local campaign. By mid November 2013, 200 MPs had signed up for the
motion, which calls for a statutory code of practice and a market rent only option to tied
landlords of PubCos, freeing up their right to buy beer. New regulation is needed to
protect licensees from unfair rent increases, which penalise the success of pub staff.
They can opt to stay tied to the Pub Company but the motion guarantees a Guest Beer
option. The last 9 years of self-regulation have failed and around 50% of UK pubs are
owned by Pub Companies who borrowed heavily to create large pub estates, but are
now in severe debt. Although they lease pubs out to tenants to run as their own busi-
nesses, their contracts insist on tenants buying their beer from a restricted supplier list
and they generally pay up to 50% more than freehouses. A recent survey of 850 tied
licensees, found that 57% earn less than £10,000 per year. A government estimate
suggests that tied pubs could be £4000 better off annually under the new scheme.
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DIARY DATES

21st, Special GBG Selection Meeting, Rising Sun, Potton, 8 pm

8th, Branch Social, March Hare beer festival, Dunton, 1 pm
25th, Branch Meeting, Queen’s Head, Sandy, 8 pm

1st, Branch Social, Engineers Arms cider festival, Henlow, 1 pm
14th, Branch Social, St Neots beer festival, 1 pm

8th, Branch Meeting, Green Man, Stanford, 8 pm

25th, Branch Social, Sir William Peel beer festival, Sandy, 1 pm
13th, Branch AGM, Engineers Arms, Henlow, 8 pm

17th, Branch Meeting, Chequers, Wrestlingworth, 8 pm

BEER FESTIVALS

7th-9th. 2nd Winter Beer Festival, March Hare, Dunton

20th-22nd. 31st Luton Beer & Cider Festival, Hightown Sports & Arts
Centre, Concorde Street, Luton CAMRA
27th-2nd. 4th Henlow Cider & Country Wine Festival, Engineers Arms,
High Street, Henlow

13th-15th. The 39th Booze on the Ouse Beer & Cider Festival, Priory
Centre, Priory Lane, St. Neots CAMRA

24th-27th. The 6th Sir William Peel Beer Festival, High Street, Sandy
24th-27th. The Half Moon Beer Festival, Queen Street, Hitchin

1st-5th. The 12th Potton Beer Festival, Rising Sun, Potton

St Neots Beer & Cider Festival, Priory Centre, StN  eots
Thursday 13th - Saturday 15th March 2014
60+ real ales, plus real cider and perry and bottle  d beer

Opening Times Entry
Thursday 5pm-11pm £15-
-11pm £112-
—10pm £1 all day

Families welcome until 8pm
Free entry to CAMRA Members at all sessions



Casket Cryptic Crossword

As before, all answers have been used as nameseo$ land/or breweries at some time anc
place or have some other connection (however tes)usith the wonderful world of beer and

drink in general.

Across
5 We hear you spin paddle for a row. (6)

7 Getting on well? (8)

9 Get the impression the prodigal one returns to
roaring fires. (8)

10 Endless pub in Russian region is the place to go.
(6)

11 Too much work for man or beast when he's
smashed. (6,6)

13 Local member is activated for national centre (6)

15 A result of a bad strain, they sometimes have
trouble running. (6)

18 Leicestershire tipple could be abbot enticer. (6,6) g

21 Soldier with gun pointed at alien makes a deathly
stand. (6)

22 Moor is behind the scenes. (8)
23 Heli disc dances. (8)

24 Slippery ones in a tangle over silver for some-
times golden ones. (6)

Down
1 Sticky vessel for perfect unknown drug. (8)

2 Place said to be the pivotal joint for fantastic

creature. (6)

3 She puts it about that celestial gatekeeper

loses the point and gets in a muddle over
indecision. (8)

4 Sweet and mellow but in a fury it changes.

(6)

6 Old time swinger to finish classily in deep

purple. (8)

7 Deploy in silent public building, a good one

in thirteen? (6)

In so fine a tipple nothing should be added.

(4)

12 Half of duo to secretly find new partner, the

beast! (8)

14 A deep tin changes a small range of water

levels. (4,4)

16 Geo is the way to find the other side of me.

(5.3)

17 Beer Nuts? (6)

18 King guitarist in his singular musical

arrangement, found in pop. (6)

19 It's the last thing you can kick. (6)
20 Six points for a plant. (4)

Compiled by Chris Freeman
The solution is on Page 26
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No Evil on My Hallowe’en
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Recommended Brewery Tours

Since Malcolm retired we seem to have been focusing rather a lot on beer.

We have

recently gone on two excellent brewery tours. Both breweries are booked up some time

in advance but they are worth the wait.

Wychwood (Hobgoblin) Brewery in Witney.

The tour lasts for approximately 2 hours and includes visiting the Brakspear Double Drop
System which is still in use. There is an excellent tasting session at the start of the tour
with empty glasses regularly filled which makes negotiating the stairs very interesting.

Wadworth Brewery in Devizes.

A traditional family brewery. The tour lasts for 2 hours and
includes visiting the cooperage, the signwriting workshop
and the stables where you can stroke the shire horses.
The signs are painted by hand with gold leaf still being
used on the lettering. A fascinating and extremely
interesting brewery. The tour ends in the bar with a
tasting session of generous proportions.

Christine Lloyd (

[The Signwriters’ Workshop]



6/ .

Ye Olde Trip to Nottingham
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Bamberg Beer Tour
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The Wonders of Wiltshire - Part One
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EAST BEDS CAMRA PUB OF THE
YEAR 2010

12th POTTON BEER FESTIVAL
50+ REAL ALES, PLUS CIDERS FROM ACROSS THE UK
Thu 1st—Mon 5th May 2014

WE ARE IN THE CAMRA 2014 GOOD BEER GUIDE
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME
SUPPORTING LOCAL BREWERIES
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED

$) *$+(($
9 handpumps featuring Wells Eagle, Bombardier,an O  akham ale,

a Youngs beer, plus 4 Guest Ales

Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials  and
Sunday Roasts
Monday — Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30

All Day Saturday and Sunday
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available for private

functions large parties catered for
&&



East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles from
Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales. The benefits of the LocAle scheme are to
improve consumer choice, enable local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand
and benefit the local economy and an increase in local identity and pride.

Breweries in the scheme Pubs in the schem e
Potton, Potton, Beds. B&T, Shefford, Beds. Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade.
White Park, Cranfield, Beds. Addled, Weston, Herts. Engineers Arms, Henlow
Buntingford, Royston, Herts. Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts. Sir William Peel, Sandy
Wells & Youngs, Bedford. Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. Stratton House Hotel, Biggleswade
McMullen, Hertford, Herts. Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes.  Coach House, Potton

Milton, Cambridge, Cambs. Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. Vicars Inn, Arlesey
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Copper Kettle, Rushden, Nhants Rising Sun, Potton
Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks. Red, Gt. Staughton, Hunt'don  Coach & Horses, Stotfold
Tring, Tring, Herts Green Tye, M. Hadham, Herts.  March Hare, Dunton

Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales.

Real Cider & Perry in Bedfordshire
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Knaresborough and Harrogate Trip
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