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Help Charity - There is no charge for the Casket. If you enjoy reading the Casket and/or take a copy home 

then please consider putting a donation in the Pub’s charity box. 
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The Casket 
Published and Produced by: 
CAMRA East Bedfordshire 

Editor:  John Goodlet 
 

The views expressed in The Casket are those of 
individual contributors and do not necessarily 
represent the policy of CAMRA, the Editors or 
the East Bedfordshire Branch. Contributions to 
the Casket are always Welcome. 
 

For more information see 
www.eastbedscamra.org.uk. 
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In this edition, we feature two articles involving ’craft beers’, a recent popular incomer 

from the USA. Craft beers are sparking quite a debate amongst CAMRA members, 

many of whom believe this is another ‘keg beer’ revival in a new disguise. The term 
‘craft micro-brewery’ in the UK often refers to a small brewery with a focus on producing 

high quality bottled ales for the export market. Some concentrate on traditional brewing 

methods using rare or organic ingredients and they court the tourist trade with visitor 

centres. But across the pond, craft breweries mean something quite different.  
 

Craft beer is made by a brewer that is small, independent and traditional, often using a 

wide range of seasonal fruits, spices and herbs. Craft beer is served cold probably at 6 

degrees, rather than 13 degrees for real ale and dispensed as a keg or carbonated 

product. Some brewpubs offer weekly or monthly special ales, which are served direct 
from a barrel on the bar and they most likely conform to what we would consider ‘real 

ale’. I don’t know what direction this debate will take, my only advice to you, would be to 

get out there and visit some craft beer pubs and try their products for yourself. Are craft 

beers a credible threat to ‘real ale’? Or just a minority niche market trend, you decide. 
 

          John Goodlet 

A quick word from the Editor  
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Pembroke Arms, Biggleswade 
A new name appeared in Biggleswade 

with the opening of the Pembroke Arms on 
Hitchin Street. The former Brown Bear had 

been most closed for most of 2012,     

however we did not realise that the pub 

had actually been sold in September 2012 
and that behind closed doors a refurbish-

ment was in progress. 
 

 
 

On Saturday 8th February 2013, the pub 

re-emerged as the Pembroke Arms and 
with new owners Mervyn Turner and Kerry 

Lincoln. The couple should be familiar to 

many, as they have been running the 

Coach & Horses in Shortmead Street for 

the last 8 years. They hope to provide an 
upmarket venue that will suit all tastes. 

Food will be served daily, plus a Sunday 

roast and thankfully real ale has been   

restored with 6 hand-pumps free of the tie. 

Initially ales will come from the Marstons 
group, with local ales & perhaps a  Real 

Cider coming later in the year. The couple 

will continue to operate both pubs and we 

wish them well with this new venture. For a 

review of the pub - see Page 12. 

Stag Tavern, Stotfold 
Tony Johnson left at the of January and 

the branch extends a warm welcome to 
new tenant Ridwan Hussain known as 

‘Chad’ who arrived on 18th February. He 

was formerly the licensee of the Turnpike 

on the outskirts of Bedford, a Charles 
Wells pub now closed and destined to 

disappear under a housing development. 

Chad has taken on the lease from Punch 

Taverns and says the pub is trading    
business as usual with opening hours and 

events unchanged. Sports fans will love 

the second large screen TV, handy for 

watching two games at the same time. On 

the bar are Sharps - Doom Bar, Fullers - 
London Pride and Adnams - Southwold 

Bitter, with possibly a fourth rotating guest 

ale coming on later in the year as trade 

builds up. He is looking forward to the  
better weather in spring and summer, so 

that he can run some charity events and 

barbecues. Two points to note are that 

food is no longer served on Mondays and 

the pub phone number has changed, it is 
now 01462 731098. 

LOCAL PUB & BREWERY NEWS 
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Potton Brewery Update 
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More pub closures 
Tenants are still continuing to struggle to 

make a living in some of our pubs and 
many are leaving the industry. In late   

February the tenants of the Fox and Duck 
in Stotfold gave up and moved out. The 

pub may not re-open as rumours circulate 
that a further housing development project 

nearby may have been given the green 

light. It seems that owners Greene King 

may now be cashing in on the substantial 

land that goes with the pub.  

Two months earlier, the Two Brewers in 
Stotfold had closed before Christmas and 

it was assumed that the gastro pub was on 
a break for the holidays. But they failed to   

re-open and by late February the pub was 

boarded up and surveyors had been seen 

assessing the property. About the same 
time, owners Admiral Taverns were taken 

over by private investment firm Cerebus 

Capital Management. The branch has lost 

one of its LocALe pubs, a regular outlet for 

Potton and B&T ales. Will it be demolished 
for more housing? 
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Birds and Beer - A Classic Combo  



�������J�



�������K�

MAY. 7th, Branch AGM, Engineers Arms, Henlow, 8 pm 

25th, Social trip on Norwich Ale Trail by train 

JUNE. 11th, Branch Meeting, March Hare, Dunton, 8 pm 

23rd, Social Bike Ride, 11 m circular, meet Engineers Arms, Henlow 1pm 

JULY. 6th, Social trip to Rebellion Brewery, Marlow with S. Beds - details TBA 

23rd, Branch Meeting, Cock Inn, Broom 8pm 

May. 20th-25th. The 40th Cambridge Beer Festival, Jesus Green,          CAMRA 
Cambridge 

June. TBA - The Langford Beer Festival,  Ivy Leaf Club, Station Road, Langford 

July. 11th-15th. Sir William Peel 2nd Cider Festival, High Street, Sandy 

Aug. 13th-17th. The Great British Beer Festival, Olympia, London          CAMRA 
22nd-26th. The 11th Potton Beer Festival, Rising Sun, Potton 

20th-24th. The 36th Peterborough Beer Festival, The Embankment,      

Bishops Road, Peterborough                                                           CAMRA 
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Parliamentary Lobby update  
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The Budget  
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Casket Cryptic Crossword  

As before, all answers have been used as names of beers and/or breweries at some time 
and place or have other connections with the wonderful world of beer & drink in general. 

Across 

7   See 21 Down 

8   Potentially very fermentable - most like Alan? (9) 

10 Tin 4x4 said to perform poorly on the beach. (6) 

11 Fail to be all at sea in this. (8) 

12 Mugs singer Paul in doctor's vehicle without me (8) 

13 See 9 Down 

15 Hazel's bar snack has bread rolls over returned cask. 
(7) 

17 Jack is a tall sod when he's about. (7) 

20 Order a silly sounding beer in ma’s boozer. (4) 

22 Lyrically, you take this elevated path. (8) 

25 Not a drop to be checked? (8) 

26 Anger after radiation burst could be British or   
Roman. (6) 

27 Lass goes round ancient sea to be first to get it.(4,5) 

28 Hiding in Exmoor will be a strange creature. (5) 

 

Down 

1   See 9 

2   Quiet! Manage to know how head may be so   
reduced. (8) 

3   Sword to hurt girl. (7) 

4   Topless commercial on the up? What a   
bloomer! (8) 

5   Large, in a roundabout way, wager will finally 
keep one in suspense. (6) 

6   United before, united within, girl gets what’s 
coming to her regularly. (5) 

9/13/1/18 Battered, deterred, scar, apocalypse but 
successful outcome! (4,4,9,8) 

14  Bird found by model in, locally, northern land 
(a region of it). (9) 

16  Janus is a deft cow in a crisis. (3-5) 

18  See 9 

19  Foreign character gets thin, could explain 
source of his drinking. (7) 

21/7/23  Stable animal, male, leaves keeping 
things on an even course. (6,2,3,4) 

24  Second class accommodation for Cock? (5) 

Complied by Chris Freeman 

The solution is on Page 19 
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The Brown Bear in Biggleswade has had both a name change and an 
internal metamorphosis, emerging as the Pembroke Arms. It is named 
after one of the good Burghers of Biggleswade in a conscious effort to 
move away from the image of the old Brown Bear. It is light, bright,    
contemporary interior with open fires and a selection of seating options, 
��������������������������������������������������� ������������������� �� �
the atmosphere is more that of a relaxed  Continental Bar than a local 
boozer, which is not at all to it’s detriment, filling what might be a niche in 
the Biggleswade “Thinking Drinking” circuit. 
 
Coffee and cake, and free olives with a bottle of wine are two innovative 
ideas and there is freshly cooked food on offer – yet to be tasted by your 
humble   correspondent, but I’ve noticed clean plates, good portions and 
no complaints during my recent visits. Four beers on hand-pump,       
currently all from Marston’s with English Pale Ale 3.6% as the resident 
beer and guest ales from Ringwood. Watch out for promotional prices 
and if demand increases, a fifth hand-pump may come into use, and a 
sixth one, possibly offering a real cider. Apart from a pedantic note that 
the beers were too cold for my liking, full glasses, reasonable prices and 
good conditioned beer served with a smile are to be applauded.  

The clientele mix is varied and the Ladies are nicely catered for, not only 
with drink selection, cake (say no more) and a quietly relaxed              
atmosphere that puts one at ease. All this is married to clean and        
adequate toilets, a must for many of the Mem-Sahibs and a spoiler for 
many other watering holes that often neglect this issue. Not really a 
boozer to get ratted in on a boy’s drinking night – it’s far too sophisticated 
– more a port of call after a strenuous day. A discreet meeting place for a 
chat over lunch, a gathering place for proper Social Networking, where 
conversation in moderate tones that can be heard over a decent pint. Not 
bad at all for the first few months! 
        Chris Bunyan 

Pembroke Arms  
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North Herts CAMRA Pub of the Year 2013 
Quarterly Beer festivals, Function Room, Large Beer garden 
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Craft Beer - It’s New World Order  
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EAST BEDS CAMRA  PUB OF THE  
YEAR 2010 

 

 11th POTTON BEER FESTIVAL 
50+ REAL ALES, PLUS CIDERS FROM ACROSS THE UK 

Thu 22nd — Mon 26th August 2013 
 

WE ARE IN THE CAMRA  2013 GOOD BEER GUIDE 
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME 

    SUPPORTING  LOCAL BREWERIES 
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED 

 
'�()*�'����'+  

9 handpumps featuring Wells Eagle, Bombardier, an O akham ale, 
a Youngs beer, plus 4 Guest Ales 

Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials and  
Sunday Roasts 

Monday – Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30 
All Day Saturday and Sunday 

Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available  for private 
functions large parties catered for 
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East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles from  
Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales. The benefits of the LocAle scheme are 
to improve consumer choice, enable local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand 
and benefit the local economy and an increase in local identity and pride. 
 
 Breweries in the scheme        Pubs in the scheme 
 

Potton,  Potton, Beds.              B&T , Shefford, Beds.              Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade.   
White Park, Cranfield, Beds.    Addled, Weston, Herts.               Engineers Arms, Henlow 
Buntingford, Royston, Herts.    Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts. Sir William Peel, Sandy 
Wells & Youngs,  Bedford.       Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. Stratton House Hotel,  Biggleswade 
McMullen, Hertford, Herts.       Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes. Coach House, Potton 
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs.      Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. Vicars Inn, Arlesey 
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Tring, Tring, Herts.  Rising Sun, Potton 
Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks.    Red, Gt. Staughton, Hunt’don    Coach & Horses, Stotfold 
Green Tye, Much Hadham, Herts.      March Hare, Dunton   
        

Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales.  
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Real Cider & Perry in Bedfordshire 
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It was a very cold, sunny February morning when a small group of us set off to catch the 
bus from Bedford to Newport Pagnell. We had arrived at Bedford bus station on the No. 
73 bus and as there was a 30 minute wait for our connection with the No. 40 bus, we 
had time for a quick half in the nearby Pilgrim’s Progress (Wetherspoons). 

We caught the 10.45 bus which arrived in Newport 
Pagnell at 11.30.  First stop was The Cannon at 50 High 
Street [on the right ].  What can I say? This is a lovely 
pub which you could stay in all day and night.  We had 
���� ������� ��� !"���� #�� $��%����� &'�(�� !"���� #��
)��������� *��� �� 
'�(�� +������ *���� � *������ 	'
(��
Banks Bitter 3.8%. Everard’s Original was simply     
wonderful and very reluctantly we left to see what else 
this bustling market town had to offer.  

This turned out to be the Plough [below left ] at 57 High Street, a typical Charles Wells 
pub serving an excellent Bombardier 4.1%. Then to the Rose & Crown in Silver Street 
[below centre ] which was hidden away down a side street.  Another Charles Wells    
establishment with a long lounge providing comfortable chairs and Eagle IPA 3.6% and 
Young’s Special 4.5% on tap.  The very young barman became somewhat confused 
when one of our number asked for his beer in a jug !!!  However, the beer was excellent 
even served in a straight glass. Next stop was The Swan Revived Hotel [below right ] in 
the High Street. We were directed to the bar which is at the back. Oak beams, a hot fire, 
good food and a choice of Sharp’s Doom Bar 4.0% and Thwaites Wainwright 4.1%. 

 

 

 

 

 

After some debate we decided to revisit the Cannon and just confirm that the Everard’s 
Original was as good as we remembered which it was. 

All in all Newport Pagnell proved to be an excellent place to visit and, for those of us with 
a bus pass, very easy and free to get to. As well as excellent beer there is good walking 
around the ancient Bury Field Common and the banks of the River Ouse. We will return. 

        Christine Lloyd 

Newport Pagnell by Bus 
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