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Help Charity 

There is no charge for the Casket. If you enjoy reading the Casket and/or take a copy home then please 

consider putting a donation in the Pub’s charity box. 
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Which pub will be Beds POTY, see page 11 & 12 
Albion, Ampthill          Cricketers, Bedford      Engineers, Henlow 
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EAST BEDS COMMITTEE 2011/12 
 
Committee: 
Chairman:  John Goodlet        e-mail: chairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Vice Chairman :  Tony Morris  e-mail: vicechairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Secretary:  Barry Price            e-mail: secretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk. 
 
Treasurer:  Alan Binnington      e-mail: treasurer@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Social Secretary:  Jo Freeman   
& cider rep       e-mail:  socialsecretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Membership Secretary :  Geoff Tilbury 
        e-mail: membership@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Webmaster: Mark Richards: e-mail: webmaster@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Casket Contact :  casket@eastbedscamra.org.uk   
              
Branch Web Site :  www.eastbedscamra.org.uk 
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Trading Standards 
If you have any complaints about short meas-
ure, lack of price lists or misleading promotion 
of products, contact: 

Bedfordshire Trading Standards, 
23 Gadsby Street, 

Bedford, MK30 3HP 
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The Casket 

Published and Produced by: 
CAMRA East Bedfordshire 

 

Editor 
John Goodlet 
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The views expressed in The Casket 
are those of individual contributors and 
do not necessarily represent the policy 
of CAMRA, the Editors or the East 
Bedfordshire Branch. Contributions to 
the Casket are always Welcome. 
 

For more information see 
 www.eastbedscamra.org.uk. 

 

Advertising Rates  
1/4 page: £15 
1/2 page: £30 
1/1 page: £50 

Three adverts paid for in advance will 
receive a 15% discount 

Payment to East Beds CAMRA 
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Well springtime is almost here, despite the late April rains and we turn our attention to 

local beer festivals. The nation’s eyes will be fixed on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and 

both the Ivy Leaf Club in Langford and the Stratton House Hotel in Biggleswade have 
moved their beer festival into the Jubilee weekend in early June. Please do try to get 

along to one of these fine festivals and support them in their celebrations. No doubt 

there will be a plethora of real ales with sporting names appearing later in the summer 

when London hosts the Olympic Games.  
 

In the coming 12 months, the local CAMRA branch will be expanding their pub based 

campaign to increase choice of regular and guest ales, by including ‘real cider & perry’. 

We aim to support a nationwide campaign to increase the number of pubs selling at 

least one real cider or perry on a permanent basis.  Check out our plans on page 6 & 7, 
and if you want get involved, contact Jo Freeman for more details. The branch will also 

be searching for a potential venue where we can hold a ‘cider stall’ to promote locally 

produced cider and also raise some funds to support branch campaigning. 
 
        John Goodlet 

A quick word from the Editor  
� � �  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 �



�������)�

True Briton, Arlesey 
Real Ale makes a welcome return to this 
busy community pub. It has been many 
years since we have seen handpulled 

ales available here. Owners Detlef & 

Mariliyn have retired from the day to day 

running of the business and have asked 
Doug McCrossan & Elaine Smith to be 

the licensees, they took over on 6th 

February. The pub is open every day 

from 12 to 12midnight and quiz, bingo 

and lotteries events are popular. On a 
recent visit Courage Directors was in 

fine condition and Doug hopes to build 

up the ‘real ale’ sales and may rotate 

with Courage Best or Adnams Bitter. If 
successful, he may install a second 

handpump at a later date. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Bricklayers Arms, Potton 
The Bricklayers Arms, Newtown 

changed over at the end of January. 
Jamie Slaughter is a temporary manager 

for a holding company and is keeping 

the pub ticking over, whilst it is still up 

‘for sale’ by Punch Taverns. Opening 

hours are Mon-Fri 3-11, Sat-Sun 12-12 
midnight, Greene King IPA is £2.80.  

Events at the pub are limited for now, but 

there is darts and cribbage available, plus 

a large decked area at the rear can be a 
suntrap. The future of the pub is uncertain, 

but at least it is still going—for now. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Potton Brewery Update 
In March, Potton Brewery took delivery of 
100 new plastic nine gallon casks from 

Green Cast in Lincolnshire. The cost of 

these casks is about half the price of their 

stainless steel equivalent, have no scrap 

metal value and should be less likely to go 
astray. The casks and banding come in a 

variety of colours, so a brewery can pick  

colours to suit their current colour coding. 

Potton have chosen dark grey casks with 
red banding, their name and telephone no. 

is embossed on the end of the cask for 

easy identification. These modern day 

plastic casks are a definite improvement 

on the originals of a few years ago. The 
only real difference being that they need a 

special screwed in shive (where you put 

the spile) but the keystone (where you put 

the tap) is the usual type. These casks are 

light, easier to handle, have no tainting 
problems and are 100% recyclable. 

LOCAL PUB & BREWERY NEWS 
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Inn Briefs 
There seems to be no way back for the Hopbine, 
Biggleswade. The recent ‘indian restaurant’  
business has failed and the pub closed again. 
Greene King have applied for planning permission 
to convert the former pub into a private house and 
build two new houses on the car park. 
 
The Brown Bear, Biggleswade has sporadically 
been open and closed during 2011 under temporary 
management. It remains up for sale and there is NO 
real ale at present. It was closed again in mid April 
just before we went to print. 
 
Another temporary manager arrived at the Stag, 
Stotfold. Danny Finch is overseeing the business 
for the time being. The beer range has been  
reduced and no ‘real cider’ either. The local branch 
has withdrawn the Stag from the current  LocALe 
scheme. 
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MAY. 8th, Branch AGM, Engineers Arms, Henlow, 8pm 

27th, Social Bike Ride, meet Vicars Inn, Arlesey at 1pm 

JUNE. 19th, Branch Meeting, Green Man, Stanford, 8pm 

??th, Bus Trip to Hopping Mad Brewery, Olney [date & details TBA] 

JULY. 14th, Bus trip to Merchants Inn, Rugby [details TBA] 

24th, Branch Meeting, Plough, Langford, 8pm 

SEP. 4th, Branch Meeting, Thornton Arms, Everton, 8pm 

May. 21st-26th. The 39th Cambridge Beer Festival, Jesus Green,  

Cambridge                                                                                    CAMRA  

June. 1st-5th. The Langford Beer Festival, Ivy Leaf Club, Station Road,  

Langford  

 2th-4th. The Stratton House Beer Festival, Stratton House Hotel,  

London Road, Biggleswade  

Aug. 7th-11th. The Great British Beer Festival, Olympia, London         CAMRA 
23rd-27th. The 9th Potton Beer Festival, Rising Sun, Potton  

 21st-25th. The 35th Peterborough Beer festival, The Embankment,  

Bishops Road, Peterborough                                                        CAMRA 
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A new driver takes the reins at…..  
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Tale from the Brewery  
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Real Cider & Perry in Bedfordshire 
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“The Fourth Night of My Drinking”  
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EAST BEDS CAMRA  PUB OF THE  
YEAR 2010 

 
 9th POTTON BEER FESTIVAL 

 50+ REAL ALES, PLUS CIDERS FROM ACROSS THE UK 
Thu 23rd—Mon 27th August 2012 

 
WE ARE IN THE CAMRA  2012 GOOD BEER GUIDE 
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME 

    SUPPORTING  LOCAL BREWERIES 
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED 

 
(+.')$(�*++(�  

Wells Eagle, an Oakham ale, plus 5 Guest Ales 
Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials and  

Sunday Roasts 
Monday – Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30 

All Day Saturday and Sunday 
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available  for private 

functions large parties catered for 
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CAMRA launched a scheme called LocAle to help pubs promoting locally 
produced real ales as well as local breweries. 
East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles 
from Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales. 
The benefits of the LocAle scheme are to improve consumer choice,  
enable local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand and benefit 
the local economy and an increase in local identity and pride. 
 
Breweries that are within 30 miles of Biggleswade a re:-  

 
Potton,  Potton, Beds.                B&T , Shefford, Beds.                    
White Park, Cranfield, Beds. Green Tye, Much Hadham, Herts.     
Buntingford, Royston, Herts. Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts. 
Wells & Youngs,  Bedford.            Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. 
McMullen, Hertford, Herts.            Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes. 
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs. Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. 
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Tring, Tring, Herts. 
Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks.  
 

 Pubs that are participating in the scheme are:-   
 Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade.   Vicars Inn, Arlesey. 
 Engineers Arms, Henlow.          Rising Sun, Potton. 
 Sir William Peel, Sandy.           Coach & Horses, Stotfold. 
 Stratton House Hotel,  Biggleswade.    March Hare, Dunton   
  
 

 Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales. 
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Wessex Wanderings - Part Two 
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Ramblers Welcome  
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Traditional village inn with beautiful oak beamed bars 
One of few on CAMRA’s National Heritage Pub Register 
Four handpumps with local’s favourites & rotating guests 

Traditional scrumpy on handpump 
Quality home cooked food using local produce - served 
Tue-Sat lunch & dinner, plus traditional Sunday lunch 

15 Quality wines by the glass or bottle 
Booking advisable due to increasing trade 

                           A FREE HOUSE 
         A CAMRA community pub of the year 
       and CAMRA rural Pub of the Year 2009 
   Traditional pub games, darts, skittles & petanque 
         Real fires, warm and friendly atmosphere 
           Telephone Chris or Lilly 01767 260377 

The John O’Gaunt Inn 
www.johnogauntinnsutton.co.uk 

30 High Street, Sutton, Sandy, Beds. SG19 2NE 

�
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A warm welcome awaits you at  
  

The March Hare, 34 High Street, Dunton, Beds, SG18 8RN 
  

Real Ales, Real Cider, Real Music, Real Food  
�

�
  

An unspoilt traditional, country free house, with a beer garden, selling a  
selection of well kept real ales and real ciders for the canny drinker, including 

Mild, Stout, Porter and Dunton Cider 
  

The Hare Beer Bunch, our own beer club, chooses a Beer Of The Month,  
runs real ale excursions and will hold our first Beer Festival in September 2012 

  
Always up to four changing real ales, mainly from local breweries.   

Buntingford and B & T regularly featured 
  

Tuesday folk nights, Themed Food Nights, Friday Take Away Night, Wednes-
day and Sunday Quiz Nights, Thursday Games Night, BBQ and Cream Teas 

  
We are on bus route 188                                                                      Free WIFI 

  
For information contact the March Hare on 01767 448 093 for a copy of Dates for your 

Diary, including the next Hare Beer Bunch meeting o r email janice.tasc@ntlworld.com  
 �


