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Help Charity 

There is no charge for the Casket. If you enjoy reading the Casket and/or take a copy home then please 

consider putting a donation in the Pub’s charity box. 
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EAST BEDS COMMITTEE 2011/12 
 
Committee: 
Chairman:  John Goodlet        e-mail: chairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Vice Chairman :  Tony Morris  e-mail: vicechairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Secretary:  Barry Price            e-mail: secretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk. 
 
Treasurer:  Alan Binnington      e-mail: treasurer@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Social Secretary:  Jo Freeman   
& cider rep       e-mail:  socialsecretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Membership Secretary :  Geoff Tilbury 
        e-mail: membership@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Webmaster: Mark Richards: e-mail: webmaster@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Casket Contact :  casket@eastbedscamra.org.uk   
              
Branch Web Site :  www.eastbedscamra.org.uk 
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Trading Standards 
If you have any complaints about short meas-
ure, lack of price lists or misleading promotion 
of products, contact: 

Bedfordshire Trading Standards, 
23 Gadsby Street, 

Bedford, MK30 3HP 
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The views expressed in The Casket 
are those of individual contributors and 
do not necessarily represent the policy 
of CAMRA, the Editors or the East 
Bedfordshire Branch. Contributions to 
the Casket are always Welcome. 
 

For more information see 
 www.eastbedscamra.org.uk. 

 

Advertising Rates  
1/4 page: £15 
1/2 page: £30 
1/1 page: £50 

Three adverts paid for in advance will 
receive a 15% discount 

Payment to East Beds CAMRA 
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Well it has been a exciting second half to 2011, with the branch running a pub based beer  
festival in September. A full report is on Page 14, but the feedback so far from the pubs  
Involved is encouraging and it seems that we shall be running another festival in the future. 
This was followed up by the wonderful news, that the Engineers Arms, Henlow had made it 
through to the National Final of CAMRA’s Pub of the Year competition. There is more  
information on Page 6 and on behalf of East Beds branch, we wish them ‘good luck’ in the final. 
 
As we head into the Olympic year of 2012, we can look forward to the Engineers Arms Cider & 
Country Wine festival in February and also the 29th Luton Beer & Cider Festival. The latest beer 
list for Luton suggests 113 different ales, 36 of which will be on the LocALe bar. There will be  
about 18 ciders and a selection of perries, plus some English country wines. If you have a sweet 
tooth, check out the ‘Merry Berry Chocolate’ stall selling very special hand made chocolates and 
truffles. Volunteers [CAMRA members] welcome, especially on Friday and Saturday evenings. 
 
We are currently putting together a list of social events for the first half of 2012, watch out for 
more details in newsletters and on our branch website. If you enjoy cider and perry, we shall be  
campaigning throughout the year to encourage more pubs to stock real cider and perry.  
I wish you all a Happy New Year. 
        John Goodlet 

A quick word from the Editor  

�

Wells Eagle IPA & 5 rotating guest ales,  
often featuring a mild, porter or stout 

Try some traditional ‘scrumpy’ style cider 
Monthly Quiz and weekly meat raffle 

 
East Beds CAMRA Pub of the Year 2009 

 
Telephone John or Mavis on 01767 313650  

www.goldenpheasantpub.co.uk 

The Golden Pheasant 

71 High Street, Biggleswade, Beds. SG18 0JH 

“A village pub in the heart of the town” 
Just 3 mins walk from Biggleswade rail and bus stations. 

A quiet pub, no juke box, pool table or television. 
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Red Lion, Potton 
The Red Lion re-opened 2nd December 

after a 2 year closure with Tom & Mary 
Kilroy, formerly of the Old Coach House 

taking on a short term lease from Punch 

Taverns, although the pub is still for 

sale. The pub has been refurbished and 
an extension can be used for meetings 

and buffets. Opening hours are Mon-

Thu 12-2.30 & 5-11, Fri-Sun 12-11pm. 

There will be regular live music and a 

quiz on every second Thursday evening.       
GK IPA and Sharps Doom Bar are the 

regular ales, plus Weston’s Old Rosie 

cider on special offer at £3.00. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Old Coach House, Potton 
A warm welcome to Chris Woodcraft 
and Belle Burke, who have taken over 

after a short closure for a refit. There are 

12 en-suite bedrooms and the bar and 

dining areas have been redesigned and 

redecorated. There are 4 hand-pumps 
featuring Potton and Wells & Youngs 

beers. The food menu emphasises fresh 

seasonal and local produce. New  

expanded opening times (including 
morning teas & coffee) are: Mon to Sat 

9.30am - ������������������ - 10pm. 

Meals available Mon to Sat 12 - ��	�����

6 - 9pm: Sun 12 - 3pm. Check new  

website: www.coachhousepotton.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crown Hotel, Biggleswade 
Paul and Lucinda Granger arrived at the 

Crown during the autumn on a 1 year 

tenancy, with option to extend on behalf 
of holding agent ‘Firkin Pub Co.’ They are 

focusing on restoring the hotel and food 

side of the business. There are 11 rooms 

to let, a function room and the main bar 
area is much brighter now. Opening  

hours are Mon-Thu 10-10.30pm, Fri-Sat 

10-11.30pm, Sun 12-4. Traditional pub 

lunches available every day, except  

Monday—no evening meals at present. 
At the bar, GK IPA plus one guest ale, 

which on a recent visit was Abbot Ale. 

LOCAL PUB NEWS 
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Stag, Stotfold 
The pub is without a tenant at present 

after the departure of Chris Van Den 
Heever a few months ago. A temporary 

manager is overseeing the pub and  

assessing it’s potential for a prospective 

new tenant. There is no food served now 
and the restaurant has been converted 

back into a public bar or games room. 

The good news is that 3 real ales are still 

available and GBG quality is being  

maintained. The cider hand-pump is now 
dedicated  to Weston’s Traditional  

Scrumpy  and a second hand-pump now 

features Weston’s Herefordshire Perry. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Fox & Duck, Stotfold 
Welcome to new tenants Alan Thorpe 

and Sunni Peddie, who took over on 1st 

December. The new opening hours are 

Mon-Thu 12-	����� -11.30pm & Fri-Sun 
12-11.30pm. Try their traditional pub grub 

at reasonable prices 12-2.30pm & 6-8pm 

[9pm on weekends]. Specials deals on 

Tuesday evening curry & pint, Thursday 
evening steak night and Sunday lunches 

two for £10.99. For bookings contact 

E-mail: foxandduck@hotmail.com 

 

At the bar Greene King IPA and a GK 

guest ale are served. The pub has a 
summer darts team and a floodlit 

Petanque court. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Chequers, Wrestlingworth 
Another change at the Chequers with 

Joanne Aitchison taking over on 1st  

August 2011 as a temporary manager, 

for Firkin Pub Co., but with a view to  

potentially taking on the tenancy in 2012. 
The current opening hours are Mon 6-

11.30, Tue-Thu 12-3.30 & 5.30-11.30, Fri

-Sun 12-11.30. Traditional home cooked 

meals using fresh local produce. Bridge 
games feature on Thursday evenings, 

there is a floodlit Petanque court and a 

marquee for events or private hire. GK 

IPA & Abbot, plus one guest ale, which 

on a recent visit was Butcombe Bitter. 
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Engineers Arms in Grand Final 
There were further celebrations during the Autumn, as the Engineers Arms continued 

its march through the heats of CAMRA National Pub of the Year competition. News of 

East Anglian regional heat result came out in mid September to coincide with the 
launch of the 2012 edition of the Good Beer Guide. The Engineers Arms was up 

against five other county winners and was successful in being awarded the East  

Anglian title. Members from the three Bedfordshire branches and other counties 

across the region arrived to see the presentation on Saturday 21st October during the 
pub’s October beer festival. The certificate was presented to licensees Kevin Machin 

and Claire Sturgeon by East Anglian regional director Andrea Briers, accompanied by 

local branch chairman John Goodlet. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
[Kevin, Claire, Andrea & John]   [Steam engine at the Engineers Arms] 

 

What a great way to finish a successful festival which sold a whopping 112 barrels of 

beer and cider. The Engineers Arms went through to a super regional heat of the  

competition, along with the winners of three other South East regions. What a tough 
round this was up against the Southampton Arms [London], Flowerpot [Maidstone] and 

Evening Star [Brighton]. News of this result had not been expected until December, but 

an early decision came in mid November, while Kevin & Claire were enjoying a well 

earned break in Barbados. They arrived back to hear the wonderful news that the  
Engineers Arms had triumphed again and was now in the National final. The pub now 

lines up with three other finalists, none of which have been to this stage before and so 

the competition is now wide open. The other finalists are The Front [Falmouth,  

Cornwall], Bridge End Inn [Ruabon, Wales] and the Swan With Two Necks [Pendleton, 

Lancs].  The result of the National final in due in February 2012, possibly around the 
time of the Engineers Arms Cider & Wine festival. Keep your fingers crossed, there 

could be a big party on the horizon.     
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Across 

8   In Hull a german beer is left over. (6) 

9   The French indoors for beer here. (8) 

10  See 20 

11  Smells of money on board ship. (6) 

12  Loops around for a palate refresher. (5) 

13  Weapon of celebrity passing over number of  
      dogs and number of nights. (8) 
15  See 20 

18  Rock loses the point but takes on the drive for  
      source of finings. (8) 
20/10/15  Ah - a car for veteran ministry arranged for  
      big event of last year. (5,8,11) 
23  Unpopular in banking but loved in Norwich. (3,3) 

24  Game of drinking quantities. (8) 

25  Foreign man to the west gets his own drink. (8) 

26  Sample kitchen appliance with nothing to lose. (6) 

Down 

1   A beginner is chilly but hot in the middle,  
     possibly due to this. (7) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Casket Cryptic Crossword 
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drinks, the art of brewing, names of pubs, things you associate with pubs, names of 
past and present beers and breweries etc, albeit somewhat tenuously in a few cases! 

      

2   Spooner will warm trumpet for member of Rose's 
family. (8) 

3   See 22 

4   Mum's the word! Quiet! Starting a brew! (4) 

5   Most frothy and agitated once you have the     
foulest losing head. (9) 

6   Host is much warmer without model eating  
     pork pie. (8) 
7   Wandering off around hospital finds item on the 
      table now not so common in bars. (7) 
13  Mug of beer for the fish man. (5) 

14  Dreadful cast missing first act get beer  
      instructors. (9) 
16  In drinking more than Oliver Reed we find  
       pure one. (7) 
17  Food that was once caught in the Bush. (7) 

19  Spaceship to unsettle alien. (6) 

21  Initially an unusual get up signals the GBBF  
      time. (6) 
 22/3 Do a number that wasn't so magnificent? (5,5) 

24  24 ____ (4) 

Compiled by Chris Freeman 

The solution is on Page 27 
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Potton Brewery News  

Due to other commitments Potton Brewery was not represented at the CAMRA 
GBBF award ceremony to collect their Bronze award for Shannon IPA earlier in 
the year, therefore a special presentation took place at the brewery on the 15th 
November.  Bob, Dave and Colin were there from the brewery along with Jack-
ie, Dave's better half who put on an excellent buffet of some delicious cheeses, 
pickles and breads. The liquid refreshment was Shannon IPA, of course, plus 
Potton Porter and Village Bike. All the beers were in good condition especially 
the Shannon, a worthy award winner.   
 
As the event was arranged at very short notice the East Beds CAMRA repre-
sentatives were mostly committee members, but we were joined by Les Ivall, 
the landlord of the John O'Gaunt at Sutton, who was in fine form and back to 
his usual self after his recent illness. After a few drinks and the buffet, John 
Goodlet presented the award pointing out that the bitter category was the most 
fiercely contended award, well done Potton. The evening continued with a few 
more beers, some good conversation and an anecdote from Bob, regarding a 
Jaguar car enthusiast and some missing bottles of beer - more of this in the 
next issue of Casket.  From all present we would like to thank Potton Brewery 
for a very pleasant evening and wish them all the best for the future. 

[Colin, Dave, Bob & John]      [the award]       [some fine ales] 
 
POTTON BREWERY COMPANY LIMITED - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
 
Set up by former managers of Greene King's Brewery at Biggleswade, now 
closed, Bob Hearson & Clive Towner established the current Potton Brewery 
Company in the small market town of Potton in 1997, the first commercial  
brewery in the town since 1922.  
 
Since the death of Clive Towner in March 2009 Bob has been responsible for 
running the brewery but has now decided to take early retirement on April 30th 
2012. Bob is planning to return to the sea faring life as a ship's engineer for a 
while, in his words "taking it easy, having a proper salary and paid holidays." 
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Because of Bob's decision the brewery has been taken over by Mr Garry Doel 
of East Sussex. Garry Doel also owns Franklins Brewery which was originally 
in Harrogate Yorkshire but has now been re-established in Hastings.  Bob is 
now working part time until his retirement, along with Dave Hutchinson who will 
remain as administrator and Peter Thomson continuing as brewer and dray-
man, they have been joined by Colin Morris who is overall manager. 
 
Although under the same ownership the two breweries will operate completely  
independently of each other. Potton will continue to supply existing outlets with 
their award winning range of cask and bottled ales and also distribute Franklins 
beers in their area. East Beds CAMRA wish Bob good luck and calm waters 
ahead and Potton Brewery a bright future built on the foundations laid down by 
himself and Clive Towner. 
 
Potton Beers are now available at the following out lets:- 
 
Potton - Old Coach House & Red Lion           
Croydon, Cambs - The Queen Adelaide 
St Neots - The Weeping Ash [JDW] and The Lord John Russell 
Stevenage Old Town - The Standing Order [JDW]      
Bedford - The Devonshire Arms 
Stevenage New Town - The Standard Bearer [JDW]  
Baldock - The Orange Tree 
 
Watch out for Franklins beers appearing in East Bed fordshire soon:- 
 

Franklins Dry Hop 3.6% - An aromatic hoppy pale amber ale. 
Strong & intense with rich Cascade bitterness and a dry aftertaste. 
 
Franklins Brighton Rocks 4.0% - Easy quaffing and deeply  
refreshing. Fragrant hops give a meadow sweet after flavour. 
 
Franklins EXP 4.2% - A crisp English amber ale, rich in flowery 
aroma with a nice dry finish and a harmony of malty sweetness & 
bitterness. 
 
Franklins Conqueror 5.1% - A richly flavoured smooth beer, with 3 
hops, a surprising fruity bite, and a hint of caramel. 
 
       Bob Trenholme 
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JAN. 10th, Branch Meeting, Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade, 8pm 

FEB. 8th, Social in Langford, meet at Wrestlers 8pm, then the Plough 9.30pm 

21st, Special GBG Selection Meeting, John O’Gaunt, Sutton, 8pm 

MAR. 20th, Branch Meeting, March Hare, Dunton, 8pm  

28th, Social - Stotfold Stroll, meet at Coach & Horses 8pm 

Feb. 16th-19th. 2nd Henlow Cider & Country Wine Festival, Engineers Arms, 

High Street, Henlow 

 16th-18th. 29th Luton Beer & Cider Festival, Hightown Sports & Arts  

Centre, Concorde Street, Luton                                    CAMRA 

Mar. 9th-10th. Hitchin Beer & Cider Festival, Town Hall, 

Brand Street, Hitchin                                                     CAMRA 

 16th-17th. 37th Booze on the Ouse Beer Festival,  

Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St. Neots                            CAMRA 

Apr. 26th-29th. The 4th Sir William Peel Beer Festival, High Street, Sandy  

[provisional date, check with pub nearer the time] 

26th-29th. The Half Moon 8th Anniversary Beer Festival, Half Moon 
Queen Street, Hitchin 

May. 3rd-7th. The 8th Potton Beer Festival, Rising Sun, Potton  

MAY. 8th, Branch AGM, Engineers Arms, Henlow, 8 pm 
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Kilverts Inn - Hay on Wye  
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The John o’ Gaunt Inn 
www.johnogauntinnsutton.co.uk 

30 High Street, Sutton, Sandy, Beds. SG19 

Traditional village inn with beautiful oak beamed bars 
One of few on CAMRA’s National Heritage Pub Register 

Four beers selected by regulars plus Guests 
Traditional scrumpy on handpump 

Quality home cooked food served lunch and evening 
10 Quality wines by the glass or bottle 

 

A FREE HOUSE 
A CAMRA community pub of the year 

and CAMRA rural Pub of the Year 2009 
 Skittles table in public bar. 

Floodlit boules piste in garden. 
Real fires and cosy atmosphere 

Folk Music Session—1st and 3rd Friday of the month 
Telephone Les or H 01767 260377 
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Gruut Amber Ale has an amazing rich taste, a deep copper colour and 
smooth drink-ability and when used in the typical open glass, has a 
fabulous head. 
 
Gruut Blonde is cloudy, gently barleyed beer. It has a neutral, light and 
sweet flavour obtained by a special selection of herbs. 
 
Gruut White beer is very aromatic with a fragrant fruity smell and a slightly herbaceous sharp-
ness. The body is light, but soft. Thanks to the spices, the flavours are ‘round’, very fine and 
complex. The first impression is a spicy dryness, followed by a slight, creamy sweetness. 
 
Gruut Inferno is a delicate ale with an intense flavour. It’s golden       
colour and unique flavour makes it popular with all ages. Ultimate   
serving temperature: 8° - 9° 
 
Gruut Brown has a pleasant, smooth beginning and a never  
experienced persistent aftertaste coming from a mixture of nuts. 
                    [Cliff & Annick] 
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Visit to Gruut Brewery in Ghent  
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The Stratton House Hotel 

Restaurant . Bar . Conference 
London Road, Biggleswade, Beds. SG18 8ED 

Landlords Choice Ale & 3 rotating guest ales,  
often featuring a porter or stout 
Summer beer & cider festival 

 

We are  in the  
CAMRA 2012 Good Beer Guide 

 

Telephone 01767 312442  
www.strattonhouse-hotel.com 

“A large hotel with 31 bedrooms & conference facilities” 
Just 10  minutes walk from Biggleswade rail and bus stations. 

A large restaurant open every day 
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The March Hare is now in its second year of trading, moving from strength to strength,  
including the opening of the beer garden, which we hope all customers will enjoy during the 
spring and summer of 2012. 
 
John and Janice have introduced themed food nights, including the recently held March Hare 
Chilli and German Sausage nights.  The next themed food nights will be held fortnightly on a 
Tuesday from January 2012.     
 
In November, some March Hare customers went on a pub outing to the Chequers, Little 
Gransden to sample the Son of Sid’s micro brewery beers.  A great time was had by all.  Many 
of the customers at the March Hare are real ale enthusiasts and to satisfy their interest in real 
ale the March Hare Beer Club is being set up. 
     
Folk musicians and singers congregate at the March Hare to play and sing with one another 
on the first Tuesday of the month.  Everyone, including customers who just come along to  
listen have a great time listening to this traditional music.   
 
Dunton Cider was launched at the March Hare in November and continues to be sold at the 
March Hare. This is a still cider locally produced in Dunton. 
 
At the time of writing a Wassail night will be held on the 7th January 2012 by Dunton Folk at the 
orchard to scare off unwanted spirits and promote a bountiful apple harvest as part of the 
Wassail tradition.  The Letchworth Morris Dancers will perform in the orchard.  Afterwards all 
revelers will congregate at the March Hare to enjoy the Brafront Guizers performing a  
Mummers Play, followed by folk music and scrumptious Dunton Cider, real ale & mulled wine.   
 
If you let the March Hare know that you are the driver of a group of 2 or more individuals, the 
March Hare will give the driver free lemonade, orange squash, blackcurrant, tea or coffee.  
 
Finally  ………………  John and Janice wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year.   
 

Dunton Cider  
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EAST BEDS CAMRA  PUB OF THE  
YEAR 2010 

 
 8th POTTON BEER FESTIVAL 

 50+ REAL ALES, PLUS CIDERS FROM ACROSS THE UK 
Thu 3rd—Mon 7th May 2012 

 
WE ARE IN THE CAMRA  2012 GOOD BEER GUIDE 
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME 

    SUPPORTING  LOCAL BREWERIES 
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED 

 
 !�"#� ��!! $  

Wells Eagle, an Oakham ale, plus 5 Guest Ales 
Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials and  

Sunday Roasts 
Monday – Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30 

All Day Saturday and Sunday 
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available  for private 

functions large parties catered for 



��������-�



�������&'�

Wessex Wanderings - Part One 
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CAMRA launched a scheme called LocAle to help pubs promoting locally 
produced real ales as well as local breweries. 
East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles 
from Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales. 
The benefits of the LocAle scheme are to improve consumer choice,  
enable local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand and benefit 
the local economy and an increase in local identity and pride. 
 
Breweries that are within 30 miles of Biggleswade are:-  

 
Potton,  Potton, Beds.                B&T , Shefford, Beds.                    
White Park, Cranfield, Beds. Green Tye, Much Hadham, Herts.     
Buntingford, Royston, Herts. Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts. 
Wells & Youngs,  Bedford.            Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. 
McMullen, Hertford, Herts.            Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes. 
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs. Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. 
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Tring, Tring, Herts. 
Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks.  
 

 Pubs that are participating in the scheme are:-   
 Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade.   Vicars Inn, Arlesey. 
 Engineers Arms, Henlow.          Rising Sun, Potton. 
 Sir William Peel, Sandy.           Stag, Stotfold. 
 Stratton House Hotel,  Biggleswade.    March Hare, Dunton   
 Coach and Horses, Stotfold.   
 

 Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales. 
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Beer Heaven in Lancashire 
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A warm welcome awaits you at  
�

The March Hare, 34 High Street, Dunton, Beds, SG18 8RN 
 

�
 

An unspoilt traditional country free house, selling a range of real ales and  
ciders for the discerning drinker and now Dunton Cider 

�

Up to 4 changing real ales from independent and local micro breweries,  
including mild, stout and porter 

�

Why not come along and enjoy our Tuesday folk nights, Tuesday themed food nights, 
Thursday crib nights, Friday Take Away nights, Wednesday & Sunday quiz nights 

 

For further information ring John on 01767 448093  


